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Cardinal had out of pure kindness of heart offered permanent
hospitality, including a studio in the Villa d'listc, to the
Jewish sculptor Ezcchicl, an American Zionist,
His relations with the German Cardinal and other prelates
of high standing at the Vatican enabled the German Am-
bassador to view as through a peep-hole a realm usually
closed to the profane: the " whites/' the heretics. In this
way Bcrnhard von Biilow gained some knowledge of men
and affairs on the other side of the Angels' Bridge, though
professionally he had no concern with the world of tonsures,
monks and broad black and red hats, for this was the business
of the Prussian Ambassador to the Vatican. But since it so
happened that Bernhard von Billow, the Ambassador to the
Quirinal, was possessed of greater political perception that)
Otto von Biilow, the Prussian Ambassador at the Vatican,
that the " white Billow " overshadowed the " black Biilow,"
the "profane Biilow" the **devout Billow," the "young
Bulow " the " old Biilow/' the former with his wider horizon
tended to extend his scope to include the Vatican also.
During his several years in Rome, the Ambassador at the
Quirinal had had no opportunity to meet the Pope, Leo XIII,
or his Secretary of State, Cardinal Rampolla, Owing to the
sharp line of division between the papacy and the kingdom,
those who wete associated by inclination or profession with *
the Quirinal were unlikely to come into contact with the
Pope or his counsellors. Only the most distinguished
foreigners were able, and that after long years in the capital,
to move occasionally in both worlds at the same time, Italian
and papal, white and black, profane and sacred. The Quirinal
and Liberal society were incomparably easier of access to the
Blacks than was papal society to the Whites.
Once I met at dinner at the Embassy Signora Minghetti,
who knew me as the translator of her late husband's biography
of Raphael, Memories were exchanged, particularly of
Giovanni Morelli who, a pioneer in art criticism writing under
the name Lermoliew, had also contributed towards Minghettfs
book. The Actons from Naples were also present, affording
an example of mingled English and Italian blood* The
Actons, whose name appears as far back as the Bourbon days
in the history of the Kingdom of the two Sicilies, had also
been prominent during the first decades of the new Kingdom